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FINDING ITEMS IN THE MINING ENVIRONMENT DATABASE  
 
Locations in the J.N. Desmarais Library 
 
References from the Mining Environment Database are fully integrated into the circulating, journal, 
government document and vertical file collections of the J.N. Desmarais Library. The majority of 
database citations can be found in four areas of the Desmarais Library, as described below. 
 
Location and holdings information for items in the Database appear at the bottom of the screen, in the 
Full display version of citations.  Please consult Searching the Mining Environment Database for a 
more detailed explanation of Brief display, Full display, and Complete display of citations. 
 
VERTICAL FILES (1ST FLOOR) 
                   
Items with the location "VERTICAL FILES (1ST FLOOR)" can be found in the Archives and Rare 
Books section of the Library, on the first floor.  Database documents are arranged alphabetically by 
title in a series of filing cabinets, behind the photocopiers. 
 

 
 
The displayed shelf number for vertical files is not used to locate physical items.  At a future date, the 
shelf number for all items in vertical files will show as “VERTICAL FILE”. 
 
The Archives area is normally available for use during the academic year from Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. (8:30 am to 4:00 pm, May through August).  Public workstations are 
available in Archives, with access to the Library’s catalogue and the Internet, to assist in locating 
items in the Database. 
                   
Documents located in the Archives and Rare Books Section cannot be removed from the first floor, 
and must be consulted on site. For each item consulted, users are requested to sign a register, 
indicating their name, their user barcode number, and the barcode of the item being consulted and its 
title. A photocopier is available in the Archives to copy documents from the vertical files. 
 
When consulting items from the vertical files, users should work quietly, and respect other 
researchers’ need to complete their work without being distracted or disturbed. 
                   
 
 
 

http://pdf.library.laurentian.ca/medb/Website/Web_search.pdf
http://laurentian.ca/library/archives/archives_e.php
http://laurentian.ca/library/archives/archives_e.php
http://ilink.laurentian.ca/


 
PERIODICALS (2D FLOOR) 
 
Items with the location "PERIODICALS (2D FLOOR)" are found in the journal collection, located 
on the second floor.  Journals are shelved by Library of Congress classification number, and must be 
used on site.   Photocopy machines are available on the second and third floors to make copies of 
journal articles. 
 

 
 
Each record for a journal citation includes, as part of the Library of Congress call number for the 
journal, the volume and issue number for the indexed article. 
 
Journal articles were indexed in the Database primarily for the period 1989 through 1996, with 
some articles indexed retrospectively to the early or mid-1980s.  With the increasing availability of 
online full text and indexing/abstracting services, the Database is no longer creating citations for 
journal articles.  To find current journal articles on mining and its environmental impact, search in 
one of the online databases available through your Library.  For Laurentian users, a listing of 
online services is available at Library Databases.  Off-campus access to Laurentian databases 
requires proxy authentication. 
 
MICROFICHE (2D FLOOR) or GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS (3D FLOOR). 
                   
Microfiche are located on the second floor, near the Library Help desk and the Learning Commons 
area, while government publications are on the third floor.  Materials on microfiche are not available 
for loan, and must be consulted on site.  Periodicals and newspapers on microfiche are arranged 
alphabetically by title.  With the exception of legislative and statistical materials, items in the 
government documents collection are available for loan.  Photocopy machines are available on the 
second and third floors to make copies of government documents. In addition, all the microtext 
readers on the second floor can print displayed pages from journals and other documents. 
 

 
 
The displayed shelf number for Database citations on microfiche is a default control number, and is 
not used to locate physical items. At a future date, this number will be changed to “MICROFICHE”. 
                   
CIRCULATION (3D FLOOR) 
 
Items with the location "CIRCULATION (3D FLOOR)" can be found in the Library's circulating 
collection on the third floor. Citations with the location "CIRCULATION (3D FLOOR)", chiefly 
conference papers or chapters in books, are available for loan, like other books on the third floor. 
 

http://laurentian.ca/Laurentian/Home/Departments/Library/Databases/databases.htm


 
 
Each citation for a conference paper or a chapter from a book contains the same Library of Congress 
call number assigned as the shelving number for the conference or book as a whole, including volume 
numbers.  For example, if the printed volume for a conference proceeding with 200 papers has the call 
number "TD 899 M5 I5 1991", the record for each of the 200 papers will display the same call 
number.  
 

 
 
If the location for a printed conference proceeding or a book says "Material has been 
checked/charged out", the conference proceeding or book has already been loaned to another student 
or professor. 
 
The loan status of individual papers in a printed conference proceeding or chapters in a book is NOT 
updated when the conference volume or book is loaned.  To verify the availability of a conference 
paper or book chapter, it is necessary to search by author for the name of the conference, or by title for 
the book, to see if the printed volume of the proceeding or book is still on the shelf and can be 
borrowed. 
 
INTERNET 
 
Database citations with the location “INTERNET” are electronic full text PDF files of conference 
papers, dissertations and theses, or selected journal articles.  For conference papers and other full text 
materials, this location will display if the electronic version of the paper is the only copy available.  
 

 
 
The displayed call number for electronic conference papers is “ONLINE / EN LIGNE”. 
 
If both print and electronic copies of a conference paper are available, the only location displayed is 
for the print version, and with the same call number assigned to the printed conference proceeding, as 
noted above.  If an electronic version of the paper is also available, a link to the URL will display in 
the brief default display, at the right of the citation, and information about the PDF file will appear in 



notes in the Details display, under the Catalog Record tab, with a link to the full text in a “HTTP” 
note. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Note that access to some full text citations by non-Laurentian users is not permitted, due to 
licensing requirements imposed by the product vendor or publisher.  External researchers may 
locate restricted full text citations through the online databases of their home institution’s library, 
or through interlibrary loan. 
 
All Database citations with a link to a PDF file include a note, displayed in upper case, describing 
the terms of access to full text.  
 
For PDF files that are restricted, the note is displayed in the following form: 
 

 
 

For full text displays available with no restriction, the following note appears in each citation: 
 

 
 
 


